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  § 5.6 (d)(3)(ix) Aesthetic Resources 
 
(ix) Aesthetic resources. A description of the visual characteristics of the lands and 
waters affected by the project. Components of this description include a description of 
the dam, natural water features, and other scenic attractions of the project and 
surrounding vicinity. Potential applicants are encouraged to supplement the text 
description with visual aids. 
 
The impacts on the aesthetic character of Half-Moon Cove are focused at the entrance to 
the tidal basin.  The dam will be a permanent structure which will have greater exposure 
at low tide.  The figure below is a conceptual view of the dam with two bulb turbines 
located in mid-channel in a position below lowest low tide.  Flap gates are depicted for 
the purpose of illustration since a decision has not been on type of devices which will be 
used as filling / emptying gates.  If a tidal wall is installed instead of a rockfill dam, the 
view will be dramatically different than the rockfill structure as previously noted. 
 
 

FIGURE HMC-26: SCHEMATIC VIEW OF POWER HOUSE WITH 
ROCKFILL DAM 
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FIGURE HMC-27: VIEW OF HALF-MOON DURING A TIDAL CYCLE 
[DIFFERENT SHADES REPRESENT TIDE LEVEL UNDER NORMAL 

CONDITIONS] 
 
The following section was written in the early 1980s when the tidal range reduction 
within the impoundment would have been 2-3 times greater than the present reduction of 
2-3 feet.  The aesthetic quality of Half-Moon Cove has not changed significantly except 
for the construction of a few new houses around the perimeter of the tidal basin.  During 
the 1990s, a wastewater treatment plant was installed in Quoddy Village, lower right 
section of Half-Moon Cove, which now discharges into Passamaquoddy Bay.  The 
wastewater plant greatly reduces the risk of contamination into Half-Moon Cove. 
 
Historically, a covered bridge was located at the site of the proposed dam and roadways 
to the entrance are still maintained on both sides of the entrance.  The project has been 
designed to allow tourist to visit the facility in the same way that the Annapolis Royal 
Tidal Project (Nova Scotia) attracts nearly 30,000 visitors annually. 
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FIGURE HMC-28: TIDAL CURRENTS MEASUREMENT AT ENTRANCE TO 

HALF-MOON COVE AT MID TIDE LEVEL [MAY 2008] 
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FIGURE HMC-29: TOPOGRAPHIC AND BATHMETRIC MAP OF 

HALF-MOON COVE [MEAN SEA LEVEL] 
 

The tidal regime of Half-Moon Cove is depicted below for a spring tide.  The highest 
high tide level will not be altered under the proposed mode of development.  The 
illustration notes how the lowest low tide level will be raised only 2-3 feet which mark 
the other change in the aesthetic character of Half-Moon Cove. 
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FIGURE HMC-30: PLAN VIEW OF HALF-MOON COVE AT 

HIGH TIDE & LOW TIDE (NATURAL AND MODIFIED) 
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