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  § 5.6 (d)(3)(xi) Socio-Economic Resources 
 
 
(xi) Socio-economic resources. A general description of socio-economic conditions 
in the vicinity of the project.components of this description include general land use 
patterns (e.g., urban, agricultural, forested), population patterns, and sources of 
employment in the project vicinity. 
 
The composition of the work force of coastal Washington County is very difficult to 
accurately characterize from census data due to the seasonal and part-time nature of 
employment.  The income derived from the natural resources of Half-Moon Cove is 
primarily derived from the marine work sector and includes: (1) worming; (2) 
periwinkling; (3) clamming; and, (4) dragging / diving from boats for scallops, urchins, 
and sea cucumbers.   Increasing the low tide level by 2-3 feet and by permanently 
creating a submerged area in the “low spring tide zone” from an intertidal environment 
which exists for a short period of time should not substantially decrease the productivity 
for marine harvesting and, in some cases, these changes might improve productivity. 
 
For boats entering Half-Moon Cove, an arrangement (e.g., parallel boat ramps) is 
possible which will allow passage at slack tides with a minimum of inconvenience.  In 
return, draggers and divers will experience an increase of approximately 140 acres of 
permanently submerged surface which represents an increase in habitat for these 
resources (e.g., scallops).  The possibility of breaching the causeway between 
Passamaquoddy Bay and Half-Moon Cove will provide an improvement in ecological 
quality for the proposed impoundment.  A final decision on these improvements will 
require extensive dialogue with the stakeholders and regulatory personnel.  Without 
emptying / filling gates on the Passamaquoddy Bay side, the energy flow through Half-
Moon Cove will be reduced slightly which might allow for more resource productivity 
especially during the summer months when the average temperature of tidal waters 
within the impoundment will increase slightly due to the modifications. 
 
Finally, individuals purchasing property on the perimeter of Half-Moon Cove will 
continue to have the same high tide levels.  For some individuals, the reduction of the 
intertidal zone will increase aesthetic value.  The inability to access and leave Half-Moon 
Cove at any time will have an impact on recreational boaters, but provisions will be made 
(e.g., parallel boat ramps) to allow boat traffic at certain times.  The availability of boat 
ramps might also increase the use of Half-Moon Cove for individuals without property on 
the proposed impoundment.  An ability to control water levels might also serve as an 
asset depending on the rise of sea level from natural, industrial, and agricultural sources. 
 
The following data, except for the first figure, was retrieved from the Quoddy Bay LNG 
application to construct an energy facility which included the placement of a pipeline 
through the middle section of Half-Moon Cove in an east-west direction.  The data is 
considered timely and consistent with FERC guidelines.  The first figure delineates land 
use around Half-Moon Cove. 
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FIGURE HMC-23: LAND USE PATTERN AROUND HALF-MOON 
COVE REPRESENTATIVE OF 2009 DEMOGRAPHICS (repeated) 

13-2 



FERC P-12704 / PRE-APPLICATION DOCUMENT / TIDEWALKER 

 
 
 

TABLE HMC-25: EXISTING SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 
[QUODDY BAY LNG] 
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TABLE HMC-26: HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 
[QUODDY BAY LNG] 

 

 
 

TABLE HMC-27:  AVAILABLE HOUSING IN VICINITY 
[QUODDY BAY LNG] 
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TABLE HMC-28: RACIAL ETHNIC CHARACTERISTICS 
[QUODDY BAY LNG] 
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TABLE HMC-29: ECONOMIC STATISTICS [QUODDY BAY LNG] 
 
 
 

 
 

TABLE HMC-30: ECONOMIC STATISTICS IN NEARBY REGION 
[QUODDY BAY LNG] 
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In conclusion, the impact on the population utilizing Half-Moon Cove for a source of 
income will not be significant and, in some cases, might improve opportunities for 
harvesting indigenous resources.  The project is expected to attract tourists to the region 
and provide employment opportunities during construction and operation.  The placement 
of a road across the dam which will reduce traffic through the Pleasant Point Reservation 
should be viewed as a positive socio-cultural benefit to the Passamaquoddy Tribe.  A 
decision on the road and rail will depend on local support and an ability to financially 
support these features. 
 
The impact on fisherman who drag for species in Half-Moon Cove might be balanced 
with greater opportunity for divers who have less severe requirements for boat access. 
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